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		The Convention has successfully agreed on a number of principles for the new Constitutional Treaty for Europe. The most important issue for the next InterGovernmental Conference to solve concerns the size of the Commission. The common foreign and security policy will be intergovernmental in the immediate future, so that the issues of a Council President and a Foreign Minister merely concern variations on intergovernmentalism. But the proposal to reduce the size of the Commission to ten to fifteen members would mean that at any one time half of the Member States would have no nominee as a full Member of the Commission, and therefore would not have full confidence in the Commission. This would devalue the Community method, which depends on a Commission which is fully representative and equally independent of all Member States. It will ultimately be necessary for the EU to stop handling economic issues by the Community method and foreign policy measures by an intergovernmental method. When the time comes for a single method to be chosen, it is important for the small Member States that the Commission and the Community method then in operation should be suitable, and should not have been devalued. 
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