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		Abstract

		Libertarians no longer argue, as they once did in the 1970s, about whether libertarianism must be grounded on moral rights or on consequences; they no longer act as though they must choose between these two moral views.  In this paper, I contend that libertarians need not choose between moral rights and consequences because theirs is a political, not a moral, philosophy, one that can be shown to be compatible with various moral theories, which is one source of its appeal.      

Moral theories based on either moral rights or on consequentialism purport to be  comprehensive, insofar as they apply to all moral questions to the exclusion of all other moral theories.  Although the acceptance of one of these moral theories entails the rejection of all others, libertarian moral rights philosophers on the one hand, and utilitarians on the other, can embrace libertarian political theory with equal fervor.  I explain how can this be and why it is a strength rather than a weakness of libertarian political theory.      

Conservatives, neoconservatives, and those on the left who seek to impose by force their comprehensive conception of the good neglect the problem of power - an exacerbated instance of the twin fundamental social problems of knowledge and interest.   For a comprehensive moralist of the right or left, using force to impose their morality on others might be their first choice among social arrangements.  Having another's comprehensive morality imposed upon them by force is their last choice.  The libertarian minimalist approach of enforcing only the natural rights that define justice should be everyone's second choice.  A compromise, as it were, that makes civil society possible. And therein lies its imperative. 
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