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		Abstract

		The Federal Sentencing Guidelines, introduced in 1987, are a valuable tool for some prosecutors but an albatross around the necks of others.  While some commentators laud the guidelines for their transparency and horizontal equity in sentencing, others feel they inhibit justice by limiting prosecutorial discretion in sentencing.  Most people who study or have contact with the Guidelines have a strong opinion about their effects on criminals, justice, and society.  However, one of the more powerful aspects of the guidelines remains mainly under the radar of academics and the public alike.  Section 3E1.1 grants downward adjustments in sentencing when the defendant accepts responsibility for his or her crimes.  But what does it mean to accept responsibility, and when should this downward adjustment be granted?  While Section 3E1.1 could be used as a powerful tool to reform the defendant, it is generally treated as an automatic benefit, given to almost all defendants who plead guilty in the federal system. 
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