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		Abstract

		The end-of-life case comes in many forms.  It can involve disputes over a child's medical treatment, the care of an elderly patient, or the decision to terminate life-sustaining treatment for an adult rendered incompetent by illness or accident.  In this Article, I explore the uses and abuses of various rules of procedure in contested end-of-life cases from the perspective of both judges and lawyers.  Using the recent high profile case concerning Terri Schiavo, I first explore the important role procedure plays in the end-of-life case.  Next, I address the ethical dangers that can arise when advocates feel compelled to misuse procedural devices.  Finally, I consider procedural rules from the perspective of judges handling end-of-life disputes.  I argue that judges in these highly emotional cases should resist the temptation to craft ad hoc procedural rules.  Instead, judges should follow neutral, generally applicable procedural rules that apply to most civil litigation matters. 
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