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		Abstract

		Using Census and CPS data, we show that U.S.-born Mexican Americans who marry non-Mexicans are substantially more educated and English proficient, on average, than are Mexican Americans who marry co-ethnics (whether they be Mexican Americans or Mexican immigrants). In addition, the non-Mexican spouses of intermarried Mexican Americans possess relatively high levels of schooling and English proficiency, compared to the spouses of endogamously married Mexican Americans. The human capital selectivity of Mexican intermarriage generates corresponding differences in the employment and earnings of Mexican Americans and their spouses. Moreover, the children of intermarried Mexican Americans are much less likely to be identified as Mexican than are the children of endogamous Mexican marriages. These forces combine to produce strong negative correlations between the education, English proficiency, employment, and earnings of Mexican-American parents and the chances that their children retain a Mexican ethnicity. Such findings raise the possibility that selective ethnic "attrition" might bias observed measures of intergenerational progress for Mexican Americans. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: intermarriage, Mexican American, intergenerational progress

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: J12, J15, J62

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Duncan,  Brian and Trejo,  Stephen J., Ethnic Identification, Intermarriage, and Unmeasured Progress by Mexican Americans (June 2005).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=741105 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.741105 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Brian Duncan

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Colorado at Denver  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Box 173364
1250 14th Street
Denver, CO  80217
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Stephen J. Trejo (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Texas at Austin - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Austin, TX  78712
United States
512-475-8512 (Phone)
512-471-3510 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: IZA Institute of Labor Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      124

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,815

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  370,651

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       56 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            7,205

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           16,413

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Klaus F. Zimmermann at Global Labor Organization (GLO), Marco Caliendo at University of Potsdam

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              852

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           19,664

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              732

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,162

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Immigration, Refugee & Citizenship Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Immigration, Refugee & Citizenship Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              674

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,734

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Kevin R. Johnson at University of California, Davis - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Latin American Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Latin American Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              410

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,758

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Sebastian Edwards at University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) - Global Economics and Management (GEM) Area, Denise Dimon at University of San Diego - School of Business Administration

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Intermarriage, Language, and Economic Assimilation Process: A Case Study of France

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Xin Meng
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Dominique Meurs
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Interethnic Marriages and Economic Assimilation of Immigrants

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jasmin Kantarevic
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Gender and Assimilation Among Mexican Americans

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Francine D. Blau
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Lawrence M. Kahn
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Human Capital and Interethnic Marriage Decisions

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Delia Furtado
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Ethnic Identification, Intermarriage, and Unmeasured Progress by Mexican Americans

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Brian Duncan
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Stephen J. Trejo
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Intergenerational Progress of Mexican-Origin Workers in the U.S. Labor Market

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Stephen J. Trejo
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Ethnic Intermarriage Among Immigrants: Human Capital and Assortative Mating

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Barry R. Chiswick
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Christina Houseworth
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Intermarriage and the Intergenerational Transmission of Ethnic Identity and Human Capital for Mexican Americans

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Brian Duncan
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Stephen J. Trejo
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Age at Immigration and Educational Attainment of Young Immigrants

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jan C. Van Ours
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Justus Veenman
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.109 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
