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		Abstract

		The migration of labor from rural to urban areas is an important part of the urbanization process in developing countries. Even though it has been the focus of abundant research over the past five decades, some key policy questions have not found clear answers yet. To what extent is internal migration a desirable phenomenon and under what circumstances? Should governments intervene and, if so, with what types of interventions? What should be their policy objectives? To shed light on these important issues, the authors survey the existing theoretical models and their conflicting policy implications and discuss the policies that may be justified based on recent relevant empirical studies. A key limitation is that much of the empirical literature does not provide structural tests of the theoretical models, but only provides partial findings that can support or invalidate intuitions and in that sense, support or invalidate the policy implications of the models. The authors' broad assessment of the literature is that migration can be beneficial or at least be turned into a beneficial phenomenon so that in general migration restrictions are not desirable. They also identify some data issues and research topics which merit further investigation. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Rural Urban Migration, Survey Paper

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: R23

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Lall,  Somik V. and Selod,  Harris and Shalizi,  Zmarak, Rural-Urban Migration in Developing Countries: A Survey of Theoretical Predictions and Empirical Findings (May 1, 2006). World Bank Policy Research Working Paper No. 3915,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=920498
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Somik V. Lall (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				World Bank  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, DC  20433
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://econ.worldbank.org/staff/slall
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Harris Selod

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					147, rue de l'Universite
Paris Cedex 07, 78-Yvelines 75338
France
+33 1 4313 6365 (Phone)
+33 1 4313 6362 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				National Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies (INSEE) - Center for Research in Economics and Statistics (CREST) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					15 Boulevard Gabriel Peri
Malakoff Cedex, 1 92245
France

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				The World Bank  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, DC  20433
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Paris School of Economics (PSE)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					48 Boulevard Jourdan
Paris, 75014 75014
France

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				World Bank - Development Research Group (DECRG) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H. Street, N.W.
MSN3-311
Washington, DC  20433
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Zmarak Shalizi

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				World Bank - Research Department  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, DC  20433
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://econ.worldbank.org/staff/zshalizi
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    3,408

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   13,530

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			    6,445

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        2 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				      146 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Sustainability & Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Sustainability & Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              874

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           27,593

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Urban Research eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Urban Research eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              805

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,040

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Eugenie L. Birch at Department of City and Regional Planning, School of Design, University of Pennsylvania, Susan M. Wachter at University of Pennsylvania - Wharton School, Department of Real Estate 

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Labor: Supply & Demand eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Supply & Demand eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              668

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,285

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Microeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Microeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              620

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,721

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              609

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           26,330

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Economic Development, Urban Underemployment, and Income Inequality

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    James E. Rauch
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Why Do People Migrate? A Review of the Theoretical Literature

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jessica Hagenâ€�zanker
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Income Distribution in the Harris-Todaro Model

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jonathan R.w. Temple
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                

            
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.117 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

