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		Patrick O'Brian was the author of twenty novels about the British Royal Navy at the dawn of the nineteenth century.  His lively characters, combined with a literary talent sometimes likened to that of Jane Austen and Charles Dickens, earned him a reputation as one of the best writers of historical fiction in the twentieth century.  This Article explores the intersection of law and morality through examination of Post Captain, the second of Patrick O'Brian's Aubrey-Maturin novels.  The Article draws on the famous Hart-Fuller debate over Law as it is and Law as it ought to be. 
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