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		Abstract

		Conservation's richest innovation in decades has been the conservation easement and, by most accounts, it is still growing in both prevalence and scale. Private actors have used this device to work around the gridlock of the public sphere, achieving broad scales with limited capital.  But this turn toward private ordering to protect nature has begun revealing some of the possibilities it will foreclose over the long term.  With the demand for homes and second homes in rural and "exurban" environments soaring, the price of landscape scale conservation keeps rising, even as more of what is owned is already threatened by, among things, climate change. Furthermore, because of the scarcity of capital and the fundraising and organizational structure of nonprofits capable of operating at such scales, it is increasingly unlikely that they will continue purchasing in the U.S. when global biodiversity faces the risks it does abroad.  I view the transfer of conservation easements by police power or by condemnation as a potential solution to some of these troubles.  My claim is that taking conservation easements for transfer to large nonprofits may help solve some of the problems local governments face, including problems many have called a tragedy of the anticommons.  Finally, I use a case study of rural New England and the Adirondacks to argue that the necessity of taking such steps may eventually prevail over the political complications and costs of doing so, at least if local communities hope to preserve the biodiversity in their own backyard. 
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