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		Abstract

		The increasing awareness of inflated extinction rates has led to conservation efforts to mitigate losses.  Conservation effort however is not evenly allocated across taxa.  Studies have shown that charismatic factors play a significant role in predicting where effort is focussed.  Invertebrates are widely regarded as non-charismatic and are typically poorly researched while recovery effort is under-funded.  A bias against invertebrates can be justified if this optimises the level of biodiversity preserved.  Optimisation requires that a particular conservation strategy minimises biodiversity losses for a given set of constraints.  Conservation optimisation problems however are typically unsolvable at an explicit level.  This research employs dynamic optimisation to generate a theoretical model.  This allows deducing which species' traits are desirable in conservation programmes.  Invertebrates encompass many of these traits, indicating that current efforts to conserve such species are sub-optimal. 
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