

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Happiness in Europe: Cross-Country Differences in the Determinants of Subjective Well-Being

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    IZA Discussion Paper No. 4538
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			28 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 9 Nov 2009
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Peder J. PedersenPeder J. Pedersen
Department of Economics Aarhus University ; IZA Institute of Labor Economics
Torben Dall Schmidt
University of Southern Denmark


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		The purpose in the present paper is to use individual panel data in the European Community Household Panel to analyse the impact on self-reported satisfaction from a number of economic and demographic variables. The paper contributes to the ongoing discussion of the relationship between life satisfaction and income. The panel property of the data makes it possible to study also the impact on satisfaction from income changes as well as the impact from acceleration in income and changes in labour market status on changes in satisfaction. A number of demographic variables and individual attitude indicators are also entered into the analysis of both the level of satisfaction and the change in satisfaction from one wave of the survey to the next. We find a strong impact from the level of income in all countries, an impact from change and acceleration in income for a smaller number of countries, a strong impact from most changes in labour market status and finally important effects from a number of demographic variables. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: satisfaction, income, labour market status, health

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: C23, D31, I31, J28

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Pedersen,  Peder J. and Schmidt,  Torben Dall, Happiness in Europe: Cross-Country Differences in the Determinants of Subjective Well-Being. IZA Discussion Paper No. 4538,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1501974 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1501974 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Peder J. Pedersen (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Department of Economics Aarhus University   ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					DK-8000 Aarhus
Denmark
+45 8942 1581 (Phone)
+45 8613 6334 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: IZA Institute of Labor Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Torben Dall Schmidt

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Southern Denmark  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Campusvej 55
DK-5230 Odense, 5000
Denmark

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      279

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,119

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  199,796

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        3 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       28 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            7,206

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           16,398

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Klaus F. Zimmermann at Global Labor Organization (GLO), Marco Caliendo at University of Potsdam

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    European Economics: Labor & Social Conditions eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Economics: Labor & Social Conditions eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,074

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,027

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Marco Da Rin at Tilburg University, Department of Finance, Francesco Giavazzi at University of Bocconi - Innocenzo Gasparini Institute for Economic Research (IGIER)National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              733

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,151

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Clinical & Counseling Psychology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Clinical & Counseling Psychology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               73

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,541

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Climate & Environmental Psychology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Climate & Environmental Psychology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               69

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,957

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Economic Growth and Subjective Well-Being: Reassessing the Easterlin Paradox

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Betsey Stevenson
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Justin Wolfers
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Economic Growth and Subjective Well-Being: Reassessing the Easterlin Paradox

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Betsey Stevenson
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Justin Wolfers
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Economic Growth and Subjective Well-Being: Reassessing the Easterlin Paradox

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Betsey Stevenson
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Justin Wolfers
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Economic Growth and Subjective Well-Being: Reassessing the Easterlin Paradox

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Betsey Stevenson
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Justin Wolfers
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Economic Growth and Subjective Well-Being: Reassessing the Easterlin Paradox

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Betsey Stevenson
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Justin Wolfers
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Is Business Cycle Volatility Costly? Evidence from Surveys of Subjective Wellbeing

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Justin Wolfers
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Is Business Cycle Volatility Costly? Evidence from Surveys of Subjective Wellbeing

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Justin Wolfers
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Income, Aging, Health and Wellbeing Around the World: Evidence from the Gallup World Poll

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Angus Deaton
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Paradox of Declining Female Happiness

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Betsey Stevenson
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Justin Wolfers
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Paradox of Declining Female Happiness

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Betsey Stevenson
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Justin Wolfers
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.107 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
