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		Abstract

		Does emigration really drain human capital accumulation in origin countries? This paper explores a unique household survey purposely designed and conducted to answer this research question. We analyze the case of Cape Verde, a country with allegedly the highest 'brain drain' in Africa, despite a marked record of income and human capital growth in recent decades. Our micro data enables us to propose the first explicit test of 'brain gain' arguments according to which the prospects of own future migration can positively impact educational attainment. According to our results, a 10pp increase in the probability of own future migration may improve the average probability of completing intermediate secondary schooling by 8pp for individuals who do not migrate before age 16. Strikingly, this same 10pp increase may raise the probability of completing intermediate secondary schooling by 11pp for an individual whose parents were both non migrants when the educational decision was made. Our findings are robust to the choice of instruments and econometric model. Overall, we find that there may be substantial human capital gains from lowering migration barriers. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: brain drain, brain gain, international migration, human capital, effects of emigration in origin countries, household survey, Cape Verde, sub-Saharan Africa

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: F22, J24, O12, O15

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Batista,  Catia and Lacuesta,  Aitor and Vicente,  Pedro C., Testing the 'Brain Gain' Hypothesis: Micro Evidence from Cape Verde. IZA Discussion Paper No. 5048,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1638504 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1638504 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Catia Batista (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Nova School of Business and Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Nova School of Business and Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Universidade Nova de Lisboa
Rua da Holanda, 1
Carcavelos, 2775-405
Portugal

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				CReAM 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Drayton House
30 Gordon Street
London, WC1H 0AX
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: IZA Institute of Labor Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.iza.org/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				NOVAFRICA  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Nova School of Business and Economics
Rua da Holanda, 1
Carcavelos, 2775-405
Portugal

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.novafrica.org
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Aitor Lacuesta

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Banco de EspaÃ±a  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Madrid 28014
Spain

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Pedro C. Vicente

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Nova School of Business and Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Nova School of Business and Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Campus de Carcavelos
Rua da Holanda, 1
Carcavelos, 2775-405
Portugal

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      108

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,061

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  456,275

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        6 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       39 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            7,205

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           16,413

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Klaus F. Zimmermann at Global Labor Organization (GLO), Marco Caliendo at University of Potsdam

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              852

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           19,664

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Labor: Public Policy & Regulation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Public Policy & Regulation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              698

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,958

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Income Maximization and the Selection and Sorting of International Migrants

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jeffrey Grogger
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Gordon H. Hanson
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Migrant Networks and Foreign Direct Investment

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Beata Smarzynska Javorcik, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Caglar Ozden, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Immigrant Selection in the OECD

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    MichÃ¨le Belot
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Timothy J. Hatton
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Microeconomic Determinants of Emigration and Return Migration of the Best and Brightest: Evidence from the Pacific

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John Gibson
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        David J. Mckenzie
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Microeconomic Determinants of Emigration and Return Migration of the Best and Brightest: Evidence from the Pacific

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John Gibson
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        David J. Mckenzie
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Microeconomic Determinants of Emigration and Return Migration of the Best and Brightest: Evidence from the Pacific

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John Gibson
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        David J. Mckenzie
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Do Visas Kill? Health Effects of African Health Professional Emigration

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael A. Clemens
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Demographic Benefit of International Migration: Hypothesis and Application to the Middle Eastern and North African Contexts

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Philippe Fargues
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Remittances and the Brain Drain: Skilled Migrants Do Remit Less

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Yoko Niimi, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Caglar Ozden, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.146 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
