

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
				
				

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	The WTO Promotes Trade, Strongly But Unevenly

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    NBER Working Paper No. w10024
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			39 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 16 Oct 2003
		
			Last revised: 23 Nov 2022
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Arvind SubramanianArvind Subramanian
International Monetary Fund (IMF); Center for Global Development
Shang-Jin Wei
Columbia University - Columbia Business School, Finance; National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER); Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR)


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			There are 3 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									The WTO Promotes Trade, Strongly But Unevenly
									

								
							
							
							
								IMF Working Paper No. 03/185
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 41
								
								
									Posted: 02 Feb 2006
								
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							  136
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									The WTO Promotes Trade, Strongly But Unevenly

								
							
							
							
								NBER Working Paper No. w10024
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 39
								
								
									Posted: 16 Oct 2003
								
								
									Last Revised: 23 Nov 2022
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   95
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									The WTO Promotes Trade, Strongly But Unevenly
									

								
							
							
							
								CEPR Discussion Paper No. 5122
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 42
								
								
									Posted: 10 Aug 2005
								
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   37
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: October 2003

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Contrary to the recent literature that concludes that the GATT/WTO has been completely ineffective in promoting world trade, this paper furnishes robust evidence that the institution has had a powerful and positive impact on trade. The impact has, however, been uneven. GATT/WTO membership for industrial countries has been associated with a large increase in imports estimated at about 44 percent of world trade. The same has not been true for developing country members, although those that joined after the Uruguay Round have benefited from increased imports. Similarly, there has been an asymmetric impact between sectors. These results are consistent with the history and design of the institution. 
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