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		Abstract

		Americans average 25.1 working hours per person in working age per week, but the Germans average 18.6 hours. The average American works 46.2 weeks per year, while the French average 40 weeks per year. Why do western Europeans work so much less than Americans? Recent work argues that these differences result from higher European tax rates, but the vast empirical labor supply literature suggests that tax rates can explain only a small amount of the differences in hours between the U.S. and Europe. Another popular view is that these differences are explained by long-standing European "culture," but Europeans worked more than Americans as late as the 1960s. In this paper, we argue that European labor market regulations, advocated by unions in declining European industries who argued "work less, work all" explain the bulk of the difference between the U.S. and Europe. These policies do not seem to have increased employment, but they may have had a more society-wide influence on leisure patterns because of a social multiplier where the returns to leisure increase as more people are taking longer vacations. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Alesina,  Alberto F. and Glaeser,  Edward L. and Sacerdote,  Bruce, Work and Leisure in the U.S. And Europe: Why so Different? (April 2005). NBER Working Paper No. w11278,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=711884
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Alberto F. Alesina (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Harvard University - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Littauer Center
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States
617-495-8388 (Phone)
617-495-7730 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Edward L. Glaeser

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Harvard University - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Littauer Center
Room 315A
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States
617-496-2150 (Phone)
617-496-1722 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Brookings Institution 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1775 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Washington, DC  20036-2188
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Bruce Sacerdote

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Dartmouth College - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					6106 Rockefeller Hall
Hanover, NH  03755
United States
603-646-2121 (Phone)
603-646-2122 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      177

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    4,190

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			    5,696

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       16 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       56 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,251

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,626

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    European Economics: Political Economy & Public Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Economics: Political Economy & Public Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,118

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,408

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Marco Da Rin at Tilburg University, Department of Finance, Francesco Giavazzi at University of Bocconi - Innocenzo Gasparini Institute for Economic Research (IGIER)National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    European Economics: Labor & Social Conditions eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Economics: Labor & Social Conditions eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,076

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,014

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Marco Da Rin at Tilburg University, Department of Finance, Francesco Giavazzi at University of Bocconi - Innocenzo Gasparini Institute for Economic Research (IGIER)National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Employment Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Employment Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              965

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,473

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        J. H. Verkerke at University of Virginia School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    European Public Law: EU eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Public Law: EU eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              950

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,677

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Paul B. Stephan at University of Virginia School of Law, A.U. (AndrÃ©) Janssen at Radboud University Nijmegen - Faculty of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Economic Perspectives on Employment & Labor Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Economic Perspectives on Employment & Labor Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              893

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,763

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        J. H. Verkerke at University of Virginia School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor: Supply & Demand eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Supply & Demand eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              671

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,263

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Why Do Americans Work so Much More than Europeans?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Edward C. Prescott
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Economic Future of Europe

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Olivier J. Blanchard
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Economic Future of Europe

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Olivier J. Blanchard
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Work and Leisure in the U.S. And Europe: Why so Different?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Alberto F. Alesina, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward L. Glaeser, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Work and Leisure in the U.S. And Europe: Why so Different?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Alberto F. Alesina, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward L. Glaeser, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Tax Effects on Work Activity, Industry Mix and Shadow Economy Size: Evidence from Rich-Country Comparisons

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven J. Davis
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Magnus Henrekson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Tax Effects on Work Activity, Industry Mix and Shadow Economy Size: Evidence from Rich-Country Comparisons

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven J. Davis
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Magnus Henrekson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Employment and Taxes

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Stephen John Nickell
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Structural Transformation and the Deterioration of European Labor Market Outcomes

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard Rogerson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.125 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

