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		Abstract

		We use data from the 2000 Mexican Census to examine how the education and socioeconomic status of Mexican immigrants to the United States compares to that of non-migrants in Mexico. Our primary conclusion is that migrants tend to be less educated than non-migrants. This finding is consistent with the idea that the return to education is higher in Mexico than in the United States, and thus the wage gain to migrating is proportionately smaller for high-educated Mexicans than it is for lower-educated Mexicans. We also find that the degree of negative selection of migrants is stronger in Mexican counties that have a higher return to education. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Ibarraran,  Pablo and Lubotsky,  Darren H., Mexican Immigration and Self-Selection: New Evidence from the 2000 Mexican Census (July 2005). NBER Working Paper No. w11456,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=758267
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Pablo Ibarraran (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1300 New York Avenue NW
Washington, DC  20577
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: IZA Institute of Labor Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Darren H. Lubotsky

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Illinois at Chicago  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					University Hall Room 724
Chicago, IL  60607
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://lubotsky.people.uic.edu/
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       50

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,957

		

		
		
	


	
		
            
            	        7 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       18 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,251

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,626

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              854

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           19,642

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              611

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           26,255

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              584

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           26,934

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Latin American Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Latin American Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              411

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,752

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Sebastian Edwards at University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) - Global Economics and Management (GEM) Area, Denise Dimon at University of San Diego - School of Business Administration

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        International Migration, Self-Selection, and the Distribution of Wages: Evidence from Mexico and the United States

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Daniel Chiquiar
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Gordon H. Hanson
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Immigration and Self-Selection

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    George J. Borjas
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Emigration and Wages in Source Countries: Evidence from Mexico

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Prachi Mishra
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Illegal Migration from Mexico to the United States

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gordon H. Hanson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Self-Selection Patterns in Mexico-U.S. Migration: The Role of Migration Networks

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David J. Mckenzie
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Hillel Rapoport
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Self-Selection Among Undocumented Immigrants from Mexico

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Pia M. Orrenius
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Madeline Zavodny
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Border Enforcement Protect U.S. Workers from Illegal Immigration?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gordon H. Hanson, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Raymond Robertson, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Mexican Immigration and Self-Selection: New Evidence from the 2000 Mexican Census

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Pablo Ibarraran
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Darren H. Lubotsky
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Emigration, Labor Supply, and Earnings in Mexico

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gordon H. Hanson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Why are Immigrants' Incarceration Rates so Low? Evidence on Selective Immigration, Deterrence, and Deportation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Kristin F. Butcher
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Anne Morrison Piehl
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.110 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

