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		Abstract

		The relationship between unemployment and health continues to absorb social scientists. The primary reason is the potential significance of an association. If a substantial deterioration in aggregate health is related to economic downturns, then the cost of a recession may be much greater than the foregone output. This paper investigates the aggregate time-series relationship between unemployment and low birthweight with monthly data from the state of Tennessee from 1970 through 1989. The study differs from previous work in that we decompose the unemployment rate into its structural and cyclical components. Moreover, we use vector autoregressions to test the reduced form relationship between unemployment and low birthweight. The well-defined exogeneity of unemployment and the lag length restriction imposed by the duration of a pregnancy strengthens the specification considerably. We fail to find a relationship between unemployment and low birthweight. This basic finding remains unchanged irrespective of whether we test structural or cyclical unemployment, or whether we use total or race-specific rates of low birthweight. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Joyce,  Theodore J. and Mocan,  Naci H., Unemployment and Infant Health: Times-Series Evidence from the State of Tennessee (May 1991). NBER Working Paper No. w3694,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1656712
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Theodore J. Joyce (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: CUNY Baruch College - Zicklin School of Business]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				CUNY Baruch College - Zicklin School of Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					17 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY  10010
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					365 Fifth Avenue, 5th Floor
New York, NY  10016-4309
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Naci H. Mocan

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Department of economics
Baton Rouge, LA  70803-6308
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       35

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,344

		

		
		
	


	
		
            
            	        3 Citations
		

	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,244

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,680

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Macroeconomics: Employment, Income & Informal Economy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Macroeconomics: Employment, Income & Informal Economy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,461

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,103

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              732

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,160

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Health Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              618

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,293

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Health & the Economy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health & the Economy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              556

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,164

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Are Recessions Good for Your Health?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Christopher J. Ruhm
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Economic Conditions and Alcohol Problems

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Christopher J. Ruhm
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Healthy Living in Hard Times

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Christopher J. Ruhm
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Healthy Living in Hard Times

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Christopher J. Ruhm
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Impact of Income on Mortality: Evidence from the Social Security Notch

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Stephen E. Snyder
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        William N. Evans
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Drinking Really Decrease in Bad Times?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Christopher J. Ruhm
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        William E. Black
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Deaths Rise in Good Economic Times: Evidence from the OECD

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ulf Gerdtham
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Christopher J. Ruhm
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Deaths Rise in Good Economic Times: Evidence from the OECD

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ulf Gerdtham
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Christopher J. Ruhm
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Recessions Lower (Some) Mortality Rates: Evidence from Germany

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Eric Neumayer
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Economic Expansions are Unhealthy: Evidence from Microdata

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Christopher J. Ruhm
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.104 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

