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		Abstract

		Although there is a broad hi-partisan support for Head Start, the evidence of positive longterm effects of the program is not overwhelming. Using data from the National Longitudinal Survey's Child-Mother file, we examine the impact of the program on a range of child outcomes. We compare non-parametric estimates of program effects with estimates from parametric models that control for selection by including mother fixed effects. This comparison suggests that studies that ignore selection can be substantially misleading; it also suggests that the impact of selection differs considerably across racial and ethnic groups. After controlling for selection, we find positive and persistent effects of participation in Head Start on the test scores of white and Hispanic children. These children are also less likely to have repeated a grade. We find no effects on the test scores or schooling attainment of African-American children. White children who attend Head Start are more likely to receive a measles shot, while African-American enrollees receive measles shots at an earlier age. African-American children who attend Head Start are also taller than their siblings. In a sample of the children's mothers, we find evidence that whites who attended Head Start as children are taller and have higher AFQT scores than their siblings who did not 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Currie,  Janet and Thomas,  Duncan, Does Head Start Make a Difference? (July 1993). NBER Working Paper No. w4406,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1645724
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Janet Currie (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: Princeton University]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Princeton University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Princeton, NJ  08544-1021
United States
6092587393 (Phone)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.princeton.edu/~jcurrie
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA)]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Duncan Thomas

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				affiliation not provided to SSRN 

			

			
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       87

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,111

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  525,984

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        5 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       36 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,243

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,662

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Economy: Government Expenditures & Related Policies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Economy: Government Expenditures & Related Policies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,140

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           19,029

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              852

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           19,657

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Health Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              617

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,282

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Instrumental Variables Regression with Weak Instruments

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Douglas Staiger
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    James H. Stock
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Testing for Weak Instruments in Linear IV Regression

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    James H. Stock
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Motohiro Yogo
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Testing for Weak Instruments in Linear IV Regression

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    James H. Stock
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Motohiro Yogo
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            A Survey of Weak Instruments and Weak Identification in Generalized Method of Moments

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        James H. Stock, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan H. Wright, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Instrument Relevance in Multivariate Linear Models: A Simple Measure

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John Shea
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Distribution of the Instrumental Variables Estimator and its T-Ratiowhen the Instrument is a Poor One

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Charles R. Nelson
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard Startz
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Some Further Results on the Exact Small Sample Properties of the Instrumental Variable Estimator

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Charles R. Nelson
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard Startz
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            A New Specification Test for the Validity of Instrumental Variables

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jinyong Hahn
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jerry A. Hausman
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Consistent Estimation with a Large Number of Weak Instruments

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John C. Chao
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Norman R. Swanson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Asymptotic Distributions of Instrumental Variables Statistics with Many Instruments

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        James H. Stock
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Motohiro Yogo
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.128 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

