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		Abstract

		Traditional models of politician behavior predict complete or partial policy convergence, whereby electoral competition compels partisan politicians to choose positions more moderate than their most-preferred policies. Alternatively, if politicians cannot overcome the inability to make binding pre-commitments to policies, the expected result is complete policy divergence. By exploiting a regression discontinuity (RD) design inherent in the Congressional electoral system, this paper empirically tests the strong predictions of the complete divergence hypothesis against the alternative of partial convergence within the context of Representatives' roll call voting behavior in the U.S. House (1946-1994). The RD design implies that which party wins a district seat is quasi-randomly assigned among elections that turn out to be 'close'. We use this variation to examine if Representatives' roll call voting patterns do not respond to large exogenous changes in the probability of winning the election, the strong prediction of complete policy divergence. The evidence is more consistent with full divergence and less consistent with partial convergence, suggestive that the difficulty of establishing credible commitments to policies is an important real-world phenomenon. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Lee,  David S. and Moretti,  Enrico and Butler,  Matthew J., Credibility and Policy Convergence: Evidence from U.S. House Roll Call Voting Records (November 2002). NBER Working Paper No. w9315,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=347087
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						David S. Lee (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of California, Berkeley - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Berkeley, CA  94720-3880
United States
510-642-4628 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Enrico Moretti

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of California, Berkeley - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					549 Evans Hall #3880
Berkeley, CA  94720-3880
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://emlab.berkeley.edu/~moretti/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: IZA Institute of Labor Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Matthew J. Butler

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of California, Berkeley - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					549 Evans Hall #3880
Berkeley, CA  94720-3880
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       50

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,379

		

		
		
	


	

	
		
			
				       59 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,242

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,662

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Regression Discontinuity Designs: A Guide to Practice

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Guido W. Imbens
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Thomas Lemieux
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Regression Discontinuity Designs: A Guide to Practice

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Guido W. Imbens
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Thomas Lemieux
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Recent Developments in the Econometrics of Program Evaluation

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Guido W. Imbens
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Jeffrey M. Wooldridge
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Recent Developments in the Econometrics of Program Evaluation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Guido W. Imbens
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeffrey M. Wooldridge
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Regression Discontinuity Designs in Economics

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Lee
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Thomas Lemieux
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Head Start Improve Children's Life Chances? Evidence from a Regression Discontinuity Design

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jens Ludwig
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Douglas L. Miller
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Head Start Improve Children's Life Chances? Evidence from a Regression Discontinuity Design

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jens Ludwig
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Douglas L. Miller
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Manipulation of the Running Variable in the Regression Discontinuity Design: A Density Test

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Justin Mccrary
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Remedial Education and Student Achievement: A Regression-Discontinuity Analysis

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Brian Jacob
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Lars John Lefgren
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Regression Discontinuity Inference with Specification Error

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Lee
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        David Card
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.097 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

