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		Abstract

		Greater fiscal decentralization is consistently associated with lower mortality rates. And its positive effects on infant mortality are greater in institutional environments that promote political rights.    

Decentralization of fiscal responsibilities has emerged as a primary objective on the agendas of national governments and international organizations alike. Yet there is little empirical evidence on the potential benefits of this intervention. Robalino, Picazo, and Voetberg fill in some quantitative evidence.    

Using panel data on infant mortality rates, GDP per capita, and the share of public expenditures managed by local governments, they find that greater fiscal decentralization is consistently associated with lower mortality rates. The results suggest that the benefits of fiscal decentralization are particularly important for poor countries. They suggest also that the positive effects of fiscal decentralization on infant mortality are greater in institutional environments that promote political rights.    

Fiscal decentralization also appears to be a mechanism for improving health outcomes in environments with a high level of corruption. In environments with a high level of ethnolinguistic fractionalization, however, the benefits from fiscal decentralization tend to be smaller.    

This paper - a product of Human Development 1, Africa Technical Families - is part of a larger effort in the region to conduct rigorous analysis of the implications of fiscal decentralization on the financing and delivery of social services. The authors may be contacted at drobalino@worldbank.org, opicazo@worldbank.org., or avoetberg@worldbank.org. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Robalino,  David A. and Picazo,  Oscar and Voetberg,  Albertus, Does Fiscal Decentralization Improve Health Outcomes? Evidence from a Cross-Country Analysis (March 2001).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=632632
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						David A. Robalino (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				World Bank  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, DC  20433
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Oscar Picazo

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				World Bank  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, DC  20433
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Albertus Voetberg

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				World Bank  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, DC  20433
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      760

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    4,169

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   61,608

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       14 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,252

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           34,097

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        RenÃ© M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Health Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              618

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,293

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Health & the Economy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health & the Economy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              556

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,164

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Equity & Disparities in Health Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Equity & Disparities in Health Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               10

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,282

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Decentralization and Political Institutions

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Ruben Enikolopov
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Ekaterina Zhuravskaya
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Decentralization and Political Institutions

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Ruben Enikolopov
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Ekaterina Zhuravskaya
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Provincial Protectionism

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Konstantin Sonin
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Politics of Economic Reform in Thailand: Crisis and Compromise

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Allen Hicken
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Why Do Differences in the Degree of Fiscal Decentralization Endure?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Xavier Calsamiglia, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Teresa Garcia-milÃ , ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Validation of the Regional Authority Index

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Arjan Hille Schakel
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Regional Redistribution and Risk Sharing in Italy: The Role of Different Tiers of Government

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Giampaolo Arachi, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Caterina Ferrario, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Electoral Institutions and the National Provision of Local Public Goods

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Scott Gehlbach
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Decentralization Dilemma: Measuring the Degree and Evaluating the Outcomes

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Chanchal Kumar Sharma
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            How Close is Your Government to its People? Worldwide Indicators on Localization and Decentralization

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Maksym Ivanyna
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Anwar Shah
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.096 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

