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		A prime objective of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act and recent changes to stock exchange listing standards is to improve the quality of financial reporting. We examine the associations between audit committee financial expertise and alternate corporate governance mechanisms and earnings management. We find that both accounting and certain types of non-accounting financial expertise reduce earnings management for firms with weak alternate corporate governance mechanisms, but that independent audit committee members with financial expertise are most effective in mitigating earnings management. Importantly we find that alternate corporate governance mechanisms are an effective substitute for audit committee financial expertise in constraining earnings management. Finally, we find either no association or a positive association between financial expertise and real earnings management. Our results suggest that alternate governance approaches are equally effective in improving the quality of financial reporting, and that firms should have the flexibility to design the particular set of governance mechanisms that best fit their unique situations. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: earnings management, real earnings management, corporate governance, Sarbanes-Oxley

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Carcello,  Joseph V. and Hollingsworth,  Carl W. and Klein,  April, Audit Committee Financial Expertise, Competing Corporate Governance Mechanisms, and Earnings Management (February 2006). NYU Working Paper No. 2451/27455,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1280676
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Joseph V. Carcello (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Tennessee  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Department of Accounting & Information Management
629 Stokely Management Center
Knoxville, TN  37996-0560
United States
865-974-1757 (Phone)
865-974-4631 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Carl W. Hollingsworth

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Clemson University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					101 Sikes Ave
Clemson, SC  29634
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						April Klein

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: New York University (NYU) - Department of Accounting]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				New York University (NYU) - Department of Accounting  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Stern School of Business
44 West 4th Street
New York, NY  10012
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    1,271

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    7,056

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			    1,686

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       54 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Finance: Governance, Corporate Control & Organization eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,252

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           34,097

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        RenÃ© M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,570

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           40,900

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Accounting, Corporate Governance, Law & Institutions eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Accounting, Corporate Governance, Law & Institutions eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,780

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,788

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Vernon J. Richardson at University of Arkansas at Fayetteville

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Governance & Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance & Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,605

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,615

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Forensic Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Forensic Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              940

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              832

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    New York University Stern School of Business Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                New York University Stern School of Business Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               42

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,437

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Panagiotis G. Ipeirotis at New York University - Leonard N. Stern School of Business

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Audit Committee, Board of Director Characteristics, and Earnings Management

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    April Klein
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Audit Committee, Board of Director Characteristics, and Earnings Management

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    April Klein
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Audit Committee Composition and Auditor Reporting

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Joseph V. Carcello
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Terry L. Neal
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Corporate Governance and Accounting Scandals

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Anup Agrawal
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Sahiba Chadha
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Audit Committee Characteristics and Auditor Reporting

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Joseph V. Carcello
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Terry L. Neal
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Earnings Management and Corporate Governance: The Roles of the Board and the Audit Committee

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Biao Xie, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Wallace N. Davidson, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Restoring Trust after Fraud: Does Corporate Governance Matter?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David B. Farber
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Board Characteristics, Accounting Report Integrity, and the Cost of Debt

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ronald C. Anderson, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Sattar Mansi, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does the Market Value Financial Expertise on Audit Committees of Boards of Directors?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark L. Defond, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Rebecca N. Hann, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.122 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

