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		Abstract

		Recent evidence suggests that conditional cash transfer programs for schooling are effective in raising school enrollment and attendance. However, there is also reason to believe that such programs can affect other outcomes, such as the sexual behavior of their young beneficiaries. Zomba Cash Transfer Program is a randomized, ongoing conditional cash transfer intervention targeting young women in Malawi that provides incentives (in the form of school fees and cash transfers) to current schoolgirls and recent dropouts to stay in or return to school. An average offer of US$10/month conditional on satisfactory school attendance Â– plus direct payment of secondary school fees Â– led to significant declines in early marriage, teenage pregnancy, and self-reported sexual activity among program beneficiaries after just one year of program implementation. For program beneficiaries who were out of school at baseline, the probability of getting married and becoming pregnant declined by more than 40 percent and 30 percent, respectively. In addition, the incidence of the onset of sexual activity was 38 percent lower among all program beneficiaries than the control group. Overall, these results suggest that conditional cash transfer programs not only serve as useful tools for improving school attendance, but may also reduce sexual activity, teen pregnancy, and early marriage. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Population Policies, Adolescent Health, Education For All, Primary Education, Disease Control & Prevention

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Baird,  Sarah and Chirwa,  Ephraim W. and McIntosh,  Craig and Ozler,  Berk, The Short-Term Impacts of a Schooling Conditional Cash Transfer Program on the Sexual Behavior of Young Women (October 1, 2009). World Bank Policy Research Working Paper No. 5089,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1494827
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Sarah Baird

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				George Washington University - School of Public Health and Health Services (SPHHS)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					2300 I Street, NW
Ross Hall 106
Washington, DC  20037
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ephraim W. Chirwa

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Malawi  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 278
Zomba
Malawi

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Craig McIntosh

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of California, San Diego (UCSD) - Graduate School of International Relations and Pacific Studies (IRPS)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					9500 Gilman Drive
La Jolla, CA  92093-0519
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Berk Ozler

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				World Bank - Development Economics Research Group (DECRG)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, DC  20433
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://econ.worldbank.org/staff/bozler
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      333

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,882

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  166,068

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        3 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       30 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Political Economy: Fiscal Policies & Behavior of Economic Agents eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Economy: Fiscal Policies & Behavior of Economic Agents eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,155

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,281

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Behavioral & Experimental Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Behavioral & Experimental Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              944

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,689

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Victor Ricciardi at Ursinus College

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              851

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           19,657

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Women, Gender, & Human Development eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Women, Gender, & Human Development eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              671

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,389

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              609

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           26,307

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              582

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           26,997

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Randomized Social Experiments eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Randomized Social Experiments eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              466

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,903

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Mark D. Shroder at Government of the United States of America - Office of Policy Development & Research

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Getting Girls into School: Evidence from a Scholarship Program in Cambodia

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Norbert Schady
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Deon Filmer
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Does Money Matter? The Effects of Cash Transfers on Child Health and Development in Rural Ecuador

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Norbert Schady
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Christina H. Paxson
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Must Conditional Cash Transfer Programs be Conditioned to be Effective? The Impact of Conditioning Transfers on School Enrollment in Mexico

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Alan De Brauw
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    John Hoddinott
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Conditional Cash Transfers and Female Schooling: The Impact of the Female School Stipend Program on Public School Enrollments in Punjab, Pakistan

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Nazmul Chaudhury
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Dilip Parajuli
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Cash or Condition? Evidence from a Cash Transfer Experiment

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Sarah Baird, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Craig Mcintosh, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            School Enrollment, Selection and Test Scores

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Deon Filmer
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Norbert Schady
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Are Cash Transfers Made to Women Spent Like Other Sources of Income?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Norbert Schady
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jose Rosero
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Designing Cost-Effective Cash Transfer Programs to Boost Schooling Among Young Women in Sub-Saharan Africa

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Sarah Baird, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Craig Mcintosh, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Cash Transfers, Behavioral Changes, and Cognitive Development in Early Childhood: Evidence from a Randomized Experiment

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Karen Macours, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Norbert Schady, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Own and Sibling Effects of Conditional Cash Transfer Programs : Theory and Evidence from Cambodia

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Francisco H. G. Ferreira, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Deon Filmer, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.183 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

