

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		

		
            

		
		
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	A Good Man is Hard to Find: Marriage as an Institution

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			Virginia Tech Working Paper No. E98-02

        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			36 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 16 Dec 1999
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Russell D. MurphyRussell D. Murphy
affiliation not provided to SSRN


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: July 19, 1999

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		This paper develops a model of marriage as an institution that changes the incentives of a mating game between men and women. Unlike other models of the family, decisions to invest in children are not contractible ex-ante, but must be sub-game perfect given that intimacy and pregnancy are sequential. Marriage and divorce, which are publicly observable, create costs for exiting a match; informal relationships do not. Providing an institution which makes a match observable--marriage--improves incentives for men to invest costly unobservable effort in their children.    

The model accounts for several stylized facts about marriage, including better outcomes, on average, for children within marriage, and women's preferences for marriage over informal relationships. It also suggests why societies may impose costs for divorce and out-of-wedlock child bearing; the penalties can increase the average welfare of children. The model highlights the tensions surrounding these policies. Exogenous penalties are not Pareto-improving, even among the young; some children are strictly worse off with higher penalties even if the aggregate welfare of children increases. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: J12, J13

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Murphy,  Russell D., A Good Man is Hard to Find: Marriage as an Institution (July 19, 1999). Virginia Tech Working Paper No. E98-02,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=172189 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.172189 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Russell D. Murphy (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				affiliation not provided to SSRN 

			

			
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      365

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    4,163

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  150,616

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       17 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Is the Extended Family Altruistically Linked?  Direct Tests Using Micro Data

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Joseph G. Altonji, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Fumio Hayashi, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Parental Altruism and Inter Vivos Transfers: Theory and Evidence

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Joseph G. Altonji, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Fumio Hayashi, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Intergenerational Transfers and the Accumulation of Wealth

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    William G. Gale
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    John Karl Scholz
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Secular Changes in Wealth Inequality and Inheritance

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John Laitner
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Family Networks and School Enrolment: Evidence from a Randomized Social Experiment

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Manuela Angelucci, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Giacomo De Giorgi, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Escaping the Samaritan's Dilemma: Implications of a Dynamic Model of Altruistic Intergenerational Transfers

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Maria G. Perozek
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Self-Enforcing Intergenerational Transfers and the Provision of Education

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Dan Anderberg
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Alessandro Balestrino
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.083 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
