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		Abstract

		The ability to preselect the sex of livestock is economically beneficial and significantly increases the welfare and proper use of animals. In the poultry industry, for example, almost all males are brutally and unnecessarily killed shortly after hatching. The labor and associated costs of separation of females from males, as well as the massive killing of males, could be reduced by using a system that biases the sex of the progeny. Here, we provide a first proof of concept for such a system by crossing two genetically engineered mouse lines. The maternal line encodes a functional Cas9 protein on an autosomal chromosome, whereas the paternal line encodes guide RNAs on the Y chromosome targeting vital mouse genes. After fertilization, the presence of both the Y-encoded guide RNAs from the paternal sperm and the Cas9 protein from the maternal egg target the vital genes in males. We show that male genes are specifically targeted and that this breeding consequently self-destructs solely the males. Our results pave the way for a biased sex  production of livestock, thus saving labor, costs, and eliminating substantial animal suffering. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Biasing sex, Females, Males, Vertebrates, Genetic system

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Yosef,  Ido and Edry-Botzer,  Liat and Globus,  Rea and Shlomovitz,  Inbar and Munitz,  Ariel and Gerlic,  Motti and Qimron,  Udi, A Genetic System for Biasing the Sex Ratio in Mice (February 8, 2019).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3331312 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3331312 
		
	

	

	
	
		
			This version of the paper has not been formally peer reviewed.
		

	
	

	
		
	

	
		




	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ido Yosef

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Tel Aviv University, Sackler School of Medicine, Department of Clinical Microbiology and Immunology 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Tel Aviv
Israel

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Liat Edry-Botzer

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Tel Aviv University, Sackler School of Medicine, Department of Clinical Microbiology and Immunology 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Tel Aviv
Israel

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Rea Globus

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Tel Aviv University, Sackler School of Medicine, Department of Clinical Microbiology and Immunology 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Tel Aviv
Israel

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Inbar Shlomovitz

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Tel Aviv University, Sackler School of Medicine, Department of Clinical Microbiology and Immunology 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Tel Aviv
Israel

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ariel Munitz

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Tel Aviv University - Department of Clinical Microbiology and Immunology 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Tel Aviv
Israel

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Motti Gerlic

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Tel Aviv University, Sackler School of Medicine, Department of Clinical Microbiology and Immunology  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Tel Aviv
Israel

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Udi Qimron (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Tel Aviv University, Sackler School of Medicine, Department of Clinical Microbiology and Immunology  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Tel Aviv
Israel

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				
					
						

						
						Please enable JavaScript to view the comments powered by Disqus.

					

				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Click here to go to Cell.com

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Go to Cell.com
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       17

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      719

		

		
		
	


	

	
		
			
				       28 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
					
					

					
						
					

					
						
					

					
						
					

					
						
							
								
									
										Cell Press Journals on Sneak Peek
									

									
										
											All Journals (9191)
										
											Cancer Cell (105)
										
											Cell (576)
										
											Cell Chemical Biology (141)
										
											Cell Genomics (21)
										
											Cell Host & Microbe (186)
										
											Cell Metabolism (144)
										
											Cell Press Community (115)
										
											Cell Reports (2102)
										
											Cell Reports Medicine (226)
										
											Cell Reports Methods (166)
										
											Cell Reports Physical Science (210)
										
											Cell Reports Sustainability (0)
										
											Cell Stem Cell (155)
										
											Cell Systems (84)
										
											Chem (155)
										
											Chem Catalysis (0)
										
											Current Biology (652)
										
											Developmental Cell (284)
										
											Device (0)
										
											Immunity (242)
										
											iScience (2199)
										
											Joule (306)
										
											Matter (146)
										
											Med (40)
										
											Molecular Cell (191)
										
											Neuron (394)
										
											One Earth (83)
										
											Patterns (121)
										
											Structure (141)
										
									

								

							
						

					

				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Biology & Sustainability eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Biology & Sustainability eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              198

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,851

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Genetics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Genetics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              141

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,435

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Medical Genetics & Genomics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Medical Genetics & Genomics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               51

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,763

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Cell Press

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Cell Press

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               20

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,191

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		









	
		
	






	
		
			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.156 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
