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		Abstract

		Fifteen states in the U.S., one province in Canada, two provinces in Australia, and New Zealand have adopted no-fault systems to partially or completely replace the tort system in cases involving traffic accidents.  Under the traditional tort system, accident victims have the right to collect partial or full compensation for their damage from injurers if a court finds that injurers were negligent.  In contrast under a no-fault regime, injurers are never liable for victims? damage.  Instead, all drivers are required to purchase insurance and victims collect compensation for their damage from their own insurance companies, rather than from the injurer or the injurer's insurance company.      

In this paper we compare incentives and efficiency under the tort system (the comparative negligence rule) versus the no-fault system.  We concentrate on no-fault as a liability rule rather than an insurance system and we analyze both pure no-fault and mixed no-fault systems that allow victims to opt out of no-fault and sue injurers if victims' damage exceeds a threshold level.  Our main results are the following:  (1) Under pure no-fault, drivers have an incentive to use either the economically efficient level of care or less, but never more.  (2) The mixed no-fault system with a zero threshold for opt-out is identical to the pure tort system in terms of drivers' incentives to use care and to file lawsuits.  Similarly, the mixed no-fault system with an infinite threshold is identical to the pure no-fault system.  In between, the mixed no-fault system with an intermediate threshold level gives drivers different incentives than either of the pure systems.  (3) No single system always dominates the others on efficiency grounds; but the simulation results show that pure no fault and the mixed no-fault system with a high threshold for opting out are preferred under the widest range of parameter  values. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Liao,  Yu-Ping and White,  Michelle J., No-Fault for Motor Vehicles: An Economic Analysis (June 1999). University of Michigan Law School, Working Paper No. 99-016,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=174288 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.174288 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Yu-Ping Liao

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Michigan at Ann Arbor - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					611 Tappan Street
Ann Arbor, MI  48109-1220
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Michelle J. White (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of California, San Diego (UCSD) - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					9500 Gilman Drive
La Jolla, CA  92093-0508
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      332

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,721

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  166,926

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        6 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       37 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    University of Michigan Law School, Law & Economics Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                University of Michigan Law School, Law & Economics Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            5,808

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              591

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        J.J. Prescott at University of Michigan Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Torts & Products Liability Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Torts & Products Liability Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              812

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,687

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Keith N. Hylton at Boston University - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Due Care

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Aaron S. Edlin
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Due Care

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Aaron S. Edlin
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Causation and Responsibility: The Compensation Principle from Grotius to Calabresi

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Francesco Parisi
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Vincy Fon
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                

            
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.082 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
