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		Abstract

		Using large-scale network analysis I map the cosponsorship networks of all 280,000 pieces of legislation proposed in the U.S. House and Senate from 1973 to 2004.  In these networks a directional link can be drawn from each cosponsor of a piece of legislation to its sponsor.  I use a number of statistics to describe these networks such as the quantity of legislation sponsored and cosponsored by each legislator, the number of legislators cosponsoring each piece of legislation, the total number of legislators who have cosponsored bills written by a given legislator, and network measures of closeness, betweenness, and eigenvector centrality.  I then introduce a new measure I call 'connectedness' which uses information about the frequency of cosponsorship and the number of cosponsors on each bill to make inferences about the social distance between legislators.  Connectedness predicts which members will pass more amendments on the floor, a measure which is commonly used as a proxy for legislative influence.  It also predicts roll call vote choice even after controlling for ideology and partisanship. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Fowler,  James H. and Fowler,  James H., Connecting the Congress: A Study of Cosponsorship Networks. Political Analysis, Vol. 14, No. 4, pp. 456-487, Fall 2006,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1008006
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						James H. Fowler (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of California, San Diego (UCSD) - Division of Infectious Diseases and Global Public Health  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					La Jolla, CA
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://jhfowler.ucsd.edu
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				UC San Diego Division of Social Sciences  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					9500 Gilman Drive
Code 0521
La Jolla, CA  92093-0521
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://jhfowler.ucsd.edu
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      193

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,440

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  285,129

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       11 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       86 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Political Methods: Quantitative Methods eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Methods: Quantitative Methods eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              402

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,691

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Institutions: Legislatures eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Institutions: Legislatures eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              370

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,206

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Turnout in a Small World

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    James H. Fowler
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Legislative Cosponsorhip Networks in the U.S. House and Senate

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    James H. Fowler
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        A Network Analysis of Committees in the U.S. House of Representatives

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Mason Alexander Porter, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Peter J. Mucha, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Mobilization, Social Networks, and Turnout: Evidence from Japan

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gary W. Cox, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Frances Mccall Rosenbluth, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Where You Sit is Where You Stand: The Impact of Seating Proximity on Legislative Cue-Taking

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Seth E. Masket
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Legislative Success in a Small World: Social Network Analysis and the Dynamics of Congressional Legislation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Wendy K. Tam Cho
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        James H. Fowler
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Friends or Foes? Cross-Party cooperation during the period of Divided Government: A Congressional Caucus in the Legislative Yuan

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Rung-yi Chen
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Evidence and Beliefs Used in Congressional Hearings to Influence Federal Child Welfare Policy Making

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Heather R. Edwards
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Anti-Social Capital: A Profile of Rwandan Genocide Perpetrators' Social Networks

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Omar Shahabudin Mcdoom
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.089 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

