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		Abstract

		The right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health is recognised in Art 12 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Farmer and Gastineau Campos have posed the provocative question: If access to health care is considered a human right, who is considered 'human enough' to have that right? The Palmer Inquiry into the detention of Cornelia Rau and the Commonwealth Ombudsman's Report into the wrongful deportation of Australian citizen, Vivian Alvarez, have highlighted some of the issues relating to the right to adequate health care of those considered to be unlawful noncitizens under the Migration Act 1958 (Cth). This article focuses on the legal issues relating to the government's duty of care to provide the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health to immigration detainees. 
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