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		Land-use changes involve important economic and environmental effects with implications for international trade, global climate change, wildlife, and other policy issues. We use an econometric model to identify factors driving land-use change in the United States between 1982 and 1997. We quantify the effects of net returns to alternative land uses on private landowners' decisions to allocate land among six major uses, drawing on detailed micro-data on land use and land quality that are comprehensive of the contiguous U.S. This analysis provides the first evidence of the relative historical importance of markets and Federal farm policies affecting land-use changes nationally. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Land Use, Land-Use Change, Econometric Analysis, Simulations

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: O51, Q15

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Lubowski,  Ruben N. and Plantinga,  Andrew J. and Stavins,  Robert N., What Drives Land-Use Change in the United States? A National Analysis of Landowner Decisions (October 9, 2008). FEEM Working Paper No. 83.2008,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1281520 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1281520 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ruben N. Lubowski

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Environmental Defense Fund  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					New York, Nat'l Headquarters
257 Park Avenue South
New York, NY  10010
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Andrew J. Plantinga

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Oregon State University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					232B Ballard Extension Hall
Corvallis, OR  97331-4501
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Robert N. Stavins (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Harvard University - Harvard Kennedy School (HKS)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					79 John F. Kennedy Street
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States
617-495-1820 (Phone)
617-496-3783 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Resources for the Future 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1616 P Street, NW
Washington, DC  20036
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      133

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,850

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  268,889

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        6 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       91 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    FEEM Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                FEEM Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            8,211

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,318

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Urban Economics & Regional Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Urban Economics & Regional Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              730

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           22,111

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Environmental Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Environmental Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              634

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           22,526

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Agricultural & Natural Resource Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Agricultural & Natural Resource Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              524

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           20,430

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Agricultural Trade Reform and the Doha Development Agenda

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Kym Anderson
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Will J. Martin
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Africa Growth and Opportunity Act and its Rules of Origin: Generosity Undermined?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Aaditya Mattoo, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Devesh Roy, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Africa Growth and Opportunity Act and its Rules of Origin
Generosity Undermined?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Aaditya Mattoo, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Devesh Roy, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Market Structure and Market Access

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Joseph F. Francois
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Ian Wooton
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Commercial Policy Variability, Bindings and Market Access

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Joseph F. Francois
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Will J. Martin
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Commercial Policy Variability, Bindings and Market Access

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Joseph F. Francois
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Will J. Martin
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Reducing Agricultural Tariffs Versus Domestic Support: What's More Important for Developing Countries?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Bernard Hoekman, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Marcelo Olarreaga, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.106 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
