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		Do armed actors in civil war reap strategic benefits from limiting civilian casualties and abiding by the laws of war? Furthermore, do civilians reward and punish armed actors for their behavior toward civilians? We study the strategic impact of civilian casualties in the Iraqi Civil War using original geo-coded data on Coalition-insurgent violence and on civilian casualties between February 2004 and December 2007. We argue that information civilians provide to Coalition forces is a key determinant of insurgent violence and provide evidence that this information ebbs and flows with how discriminately each actor treats the civilian population. We find that clear evidence that Coalition forces are punished for the collateral damage they inflict on civilians and that this indiscriminate behavior hurts the Coalitionâ€™s strategic objectives by increasing subsequent battlefield violence. We find limited evidence that civilians punish insurgent forces for their indiscriminate violence against civilians, at least in terms of reductions in subsequent violence. Besides implications for counter-insurgency policy, our data and findings advocate for the modeling of civil war-related outcomes at the sub-national level and for the inclusion of civilian agency in theories of insurgent violence. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Condra,  Luke N. and Shapiro,  Jacob N., Who Takes the Blame? The Strategic Effects of Collateral Damage (September 27, 2009). APSA 2009 Toronto Meeting Paper,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1449387
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Luke N. Condra (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Stanford University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Stanford, CA  94305
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jacob N. Shapiro

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Princeton University - Princeton School of Public and International Affairs  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Princeton University
Princeton, NJ  08544-1021
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Princeton University - Department of Political Science  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Corwin Hall
Princeton, NJ  08544-1013
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      198

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      955

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  278,712

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        7 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       38 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Microeconomics: Welfare Economics & Collective Decision-Making eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Microeconomics: Welfare Economics & Collective Decision-Making eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              767

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,130

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Cycle of Violence? An Empirical Analysis of Fatalities in the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    David A. Jaeger
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    M. Daniele Paserman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Cycle of Violence? An Empirical Analysis of Fatalities in the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    David A. Jaeger
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    M. Daniele Paserman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        On Terrorism and Electoral Outcomes: Theory and Evidence from the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Claude Berrebi
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Esteban F. Klor
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Israel, the Palestinian Factions, and the Cycle of Violence

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        M. Daniele Paserman
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        David A. Jaeger
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Israel, the Palestinian Factions and the Cycle of Violence

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        M. Daniele Paserman
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        David A. Jaeger
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Are Voters Sensitive to Terrorism? Direct Evidence from the Israeli Electorate

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Claude Berrebi
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Esteban F. Klor
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Are Voters Sensitive to Terrorism? Direct Evidence from the Israeli Electorate

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Claude Berrebi
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Esteban F. Klor
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Impact of Terrorism Across Industries: An Empirical Study

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Claude Berrebi
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Esteban F. Klor
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Terrorism Work?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Eric D. Gould
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Esteban F. Klor
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Terrorism Work?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Eric D. Gould
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Esteban F. Klor
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.100 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

