

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Better Borrowers, Fewer Banks?

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			30 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 4 Mar 2010
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Christophe J. GodlewskiChristophe J. Godlewski
University of Strasbourg - Faculty of Law and Business; EM Strasbourg Business School; LaRGE Research Center
Frédéric Lobez
Université de Lille Nord de France – European Center for Corporate Control Studies
Jean-Christophe Statnik
Unniversity of Lille 
Ydriss Ziane
Sorbonne Graduate Business School


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: January 4, 2010

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		We investigate the relationship between borrower quality and the structure of the pool of banks. First, we develop a theoretical model where the size of the banking pool is a credible signal of firm quality. We argue that better borrowers seek to disclose their quality in a credible way through the structure of the banking pool involving fewer banks. Second, we test our prediction using a sample of more than 3,000 loans from 19 European countries. We perform regressions of the number of bank lenders on various proxies of borrower quality. Our empirical tests corroborate the theoretical predictions. The size of the banking pool is a signal of borrower quality. Hence, good quality firms have fewer lenders in their banking pools. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Bank Lending, Borrower Quality, Multiple Banking, Number Of Lenders, Signaling, Europe

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: D82, G21, G32

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Godlewski,  Christophe J. and Lobez,  Frédéric and Statnik,  Jean-Christophe and Ziane,  Ydriss, Better Borrowers, Fewer Banks? (January 4, 2010).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1564912 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1564912 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Christophe J. Godlewski

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Strasbourg - Faculty of Law and Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1 place d'Athènes
Strasbourg, 67000
France

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://droit.unistra.fr/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				EM Strasbourg Business School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					61 Avenue de la Forêt Noire
Strasbourg, 67000
France

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.em-strasbourg.eu/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				LaRGE Research Center  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1 place d'Athènes
Strasbourg, 67000
France

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://droit.unistra.fr/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Frédéric Lobez (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Université de Lille Nord de France – European Center for Corporate Control Studies  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Lille Cedex, 59020
France

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jean-Christophe Statnik

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Unniversity of Lille   ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1, rue de Mulhouse
Lille, 59000
France

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ydriss Ziane

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Sorbonne Graduate Business School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					21, rue Broca
Paris, 75005
France
0033(0)153552739 (Phone)
0033(0)153552701 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       83

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,075

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  541,836

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        2 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       21 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Banking & Insurance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Banking & Insurance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,782

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           31,802

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        René M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    European Finance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Finance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,628

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,891

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        John A. Doukas at Old Dominion University - Strome College of Business

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    European Economics: Macroeconomics & Monetary Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Economics: Macroeconomics & Monetary Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,132

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           16,216

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Marco Da Rin at Tilburg University, Department of Finance, Francesco Giavazzi at University of Bocconi - Innocenzo Gasparini Institute for Economic Research (IGIER)National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Relationship Lending and Lines of Credit in Small Firm Finance

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Allen N. Berger
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Gregory F. Udell
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Lines of Credit and Relationship Lending in Small Firm Finance

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Allen N. Berger
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Gregory F. Udell
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Information Production and Capital Allocation: Decentralized vs. Hierarchical Firms

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jeremy C. Stein
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Information Production and Capital Allocation: Decentralized vs. Hierarchical Firms

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeremy C. Stein
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Distance Still Matter? The Information Revolution in Small Business Lending

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mitchell A. Petersen
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Raghuram G. Rajan
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Distance Still Matter? The Information Revolution in Small Business Lending

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mitchell A. Petersen
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Raghuram G. Rajan
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Consolidation of the Financial Services Industry: Causes, Consequences, and Implications for the Future

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Allen N. Berger, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Philip E. Strahan, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Function Follow Organizational Form? Evidence from the Lending Practices of Large and Small Banks

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Allen N. Berger, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Nathan Miller, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Function Follow Organizational Form? Evidence from the Lending Practices of Large and Small Banks

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Allen N. Berger, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Nathan Miller, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Economics of Small Business Finance: The Roles of Private Equity and Debt Markets in the Financial Growth Cycle

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Allen N. Berger
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Gregory F. Udell
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.094 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
