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		Abstract

		This Article suggests that by providing incentives for pipeline companies to reconstruct the nation’s natural gas infrastructure for fifteen months after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita devastated the Gulf Coast region of the U.S., the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) unjustifiably used the hurricanes as an excuse to go beyond what was necessary for an “emergency” that, in fact, lasted no longer than five months for the natural gas industry. The article briefly discusses how FERC had a significant reason to want to extend its “emergency” response beyond five months without procedural “encumbrances”- before the hurricanes, America’s natural gas infrastructure was already deficient. The article then shows that the changes FERC made to its regulation of pipeline companies necessitated more regulatory protection for the rights of the public, the environment, and landowners than it had provided. Beyond these practical concerns, the article discusses how, in extending the “emergency” response beyond five months without any public input, FERC violated the Natural Gas Act, the Administrative Procedure Act, and the National Environmental Policy Act. The paper further discusses the theoretical importance of these doctrines. 
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