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		Abstract

		This teaching case provides students with an opportunity to evaluate the series of cash flows associated with a residential real estate investment, while simultaneously probing unique aspects of legal and ethical issues confronting the potential investment.  The case also introduces students to some key differences between buying real estate as an investment versus buying real estate as a primary residence.  Specifically, buyers of a home are afforded the opportunity to opt out before closing in the event (1) there has been a â€œmajor change in the projectâ€� (HRS Â§514B-87) or (2) they no longer â€œqualifyâ€� for the purchase of the home.  In this sense, the prospective purchasers effectively hold a call option on the property.  One interesting departure from traditional financial option theory is that the buyers have a way â€“ albeit both potentially unethical and fraudulent â€“ to get their premium back if they decide not to invest.  This potential benefit results from (1) a loose contract provision that may be upheld by common law on a case by case basis, or (2) through the willingness of the buyer and a lender to commit what the courts might interpret as fraud.  All information employed in this case is based upon an actual land purchase decision, though some specifics have been altered slightly for both illustrative purposes and to retain the anonymity of various parties to the transaction. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Seiler,  Michael and Seiler,  Vicky L. and Harrison,  David and Luchtenberg,  Kimberly F., The Role of Profit, Law, and Ethics in Residential Real Estate Investments (2009). Journal of Real Estate Practice and Education, Vol. 12, No. 2, pp. 157-171, 2009,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1784805
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Michael Seiler (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				College of William and Mary - Finance  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					VA
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://mason.wm.edu/faculty/directory/seiler_m.php
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Vicky L. Seiler

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Johns Hopkins University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Baltimore, MD  20036-1984
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						David Harrison

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Texas Tech University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					2500 Broadway
Lubbock, TX  79409
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Kimberly F. Luchtenberg

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				American University - Department of Finance and Real Estate  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Kogod School of Business
4400 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC  20016-8044
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       68

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      677

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  606,313

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       10 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Social Sciences Education eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Social Sciences Education eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           10,092

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           23,554

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Finance Education eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Finance Education eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,852

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,424

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Michael J. Schill at University of Virginia (UVA) - Darden School of Business, Stuart C. Gilson at Harvard Business School - Finance Unit

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Law Educator: Courses, Materials & Teaching eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law Educator: Courses, Materials & Teaching eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this  journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,441

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,964

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lawrence A. Cunningham at George Washington University

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Real Estate eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Real Estate eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,196

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,858

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Dennis R. Capozza at Ross School of Business, University of Michigan, William N. Goetzmann at Yale School of Management - International Center for Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Property, Land Use & Real Estate Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Property, Land Use & Real Estate Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              916

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,915

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Christopher Serkin at Vanderbilt Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.114 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

