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		Abstract

		Much has been achieved in the development of Chinese corporate governance policies and practices over the last two decades.  Researchers have explored the broad contours of this achievement, although corporate governance research in China is still at an early stage of development.  Research has tended to focus upon institutional and legislative developments, such as the passage of new Company Laws and the introduction of a Corporate Governance Code; attention has also been given to the role of regulatory bodies and stock exchanges in developing corporate rules, such as those concerned with improved disclosure and greater reliability of corporate reports; other research has examined key issues such as the role of the State as dominant shareholder, the role of the Party committee within listed companies, the position of independent directors and the supervisory board and the protection of minority shareholders.  However, greater effort needs to be made by governance researchers to look more closely at the actual workings of Chinese corporations, such as through the use of empirical research methods.  This paper argues that much remains to be done in this area if corporate governance ideas are to become embedded within the day to day practices of major Chinese companies. 
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