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		Behavioral targeting is the emerging practice of collecting information about consumers’ behavior and using that information to customize an advertisement or other service for the consumer. This article first describes the practice and technology of behavioral targeting in its various forms. Second, it aims to identify how this emerging technology might benefit and harm consumers, and to understand how harms occur. Third, it overviews the FTC’s self-regulatory principles and a variety of other proposals to strengthen regulations to prevent harm to consumers and concludes that the proposed approaches do not give consumers the right information to effectively allow them to intelligently manage the risk of harm. Therefore, the article proposes a regime of broad mandatory regulation combined with an audit requirement to address the root causes of potential harm. The article argues that this approach will aid consumers in making informed decisions about their participation in activities that involve behavioral targeting. 
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