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		Abstract

		Faced with gay marriage in a few states, the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty and some scholars advocate exemptions from anti-discrimination laws for those with religious or moral objections to â€œfacilitatingâ€� gay marriage. Advocates seek exemptions only in connection with gays and, at least initially, they connect the need for exemptions to gay marriage. This essay examines the claim for religious or moral exemptions in a broader social and historical context. It asks why exemptions are sought only in the case of gays and whether the rationale for exemptions can reasonably be confined to â€œfacilitatingâ€� gay marriage. Would the claim for exemptions logically support exemptions from anti-discrimination laws in the case of discrimination against single and partnered gays? Why should gays be treated differently from every other group protected by anti-discrimination laws, including Americans of Africans descent and women?      

Can a claim for a religious exemption in the case of gay marriage be supported on the theory that a religious and Biblical rationale was absent in the case of racial discrimination, but is present in the case of gays? Can it be supported on the ground that religious exemptions for discrimination against gays would subject them only to minor inconvenience? Would a similar rationale be persuasive in the case of religious exemptions for racial discrimination.     

The best way to think about the claim that gay marriage requires expanded exemptions from existing laws for religious discriminators is in the larger context of both race and gender discrimination and in the larger context of discrimination against gays outside of gay marriage -- as well as in the case of discrimination against people in same-sex marriages. The racial analogy may help some see why the harms of discrimination against gays are substantial and broad exemptions are problematic. If so, this paper will have been a modest success. 
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