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		Abstract

		A nation-state has a responsibility to protect its women as equal citizens, yet states like Pakistan have structurally disenfranchised women from state protection by making them half citizens and reducing their right to be their own legal person. As a consequence, women have been excluded from discourses on internal and external security. In any armed conflict, women are the ones who suffer the most, yet they are embodied as symbols of honour for the state and society. Through security debates, the roles and boundaries of â€˜maleâ€™ and â€˜femaleâ€™ are so defined that they perpetuate violence through sharp divisions between the â€˜publicâ€™ and the â€˜privateâ€™ sphere. The protectorâ€™s (state/men of the family) fear of failure results in restrictions being imposed on the protected (women), including those on their participation in policy debates. Acts of violence on the weak and the vulnerable are justified through moral arguments. 
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