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		Abstract

		How should we construct the relationship between the state, parents, and children with respect to children's welfare? What principles should guide it in a liberal democracy such as ours, in which we expect parents to bear considerable responsibility for raising children, but also conceive of the state as having some responsibility for these same children? In this comment, I consider the problems inherent in the dominant conception of this relationship in public thought and law. This conception, which conceives parenting as an activity that can and should be performed autonomously, without aid from those outside the family; which treats the child's welfare as solely the parents' responsibility in the normal course of events, without considering how systems outside of the parent-child relationship affect the child's welfare; and which views the state as an entity whose intervention in families is a sign of the failure of parents, imposes significant costs on the state, parents, and most particularly, children. In place of this model, I argue for conceiving the state as integral to, and enabling of, families, and as an active protector of children's wellbeing both inside and outside of families. State policies that follow this model of the "supportive state," I contend, would reduce, at the very least, some of the most tragic costs incurred under the current approach to child welfare. 
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