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		Abstract

		Special education law  relies on certain assumptions regarding brain development, function, and dysfunction.  Recent neuroscience research suggests that some of those assumptions are open to serious question.  This Article, which is part of a broader project that uses neuroscience research to critique special education law, focuses on one of those assumptions:  that learning disabilities are innate.  The definition of learning disabilities in special education law thus excludes from eligibility students whose learning problems are due to â€œeconomic disadvantage,â€� reflecting the belief that poverty is purely an external factor that diminishes the motivation or opportunity of poor students to learn.    

Neuroscience research, however, suggests that the conditions associated with poverty can have internal, physical effects on the brain.  Growing up in poverty, in short, can alter how a childâ€™s brain develops and functions.  The sharp distinction in the law between internal disorders and external circumstances thus appears increasingly untenable.  The Article goes on to explore the implications of this and other findings from neuroscience for the future of special education law. 
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