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		This article questions the extent to which U.S. continental shelf seabed mining policy, as reflected in the U.S. administration’s recently issued five-year OCS development plan and accompanying agency regulations, is influenced by international environmental law, especially the deep seabed mining and environmental provisions (Parts XI-XII) of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (‘UNCLOS’) to which the U.S. has not yet acceded. It seeks answers in the first advisory opinion issued by UNCLOS’ International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (‘ITLOS’) which sets forth the legal responsibilities and obligations of UNCLOS State Parties that sponsor deep seabed mining activities in international waters. The opinion is significant, for among other reasons, its review and incorporation of evolving international environmental legal norms not expressly included within original or amended treaty text, such as Principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (i.e., the precautionary approach) and its consequent imposition of new legal duties on treaty Parties. 
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