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		Abstract

		Fraud in the federal crop insurance program has been currently estimated to cost taxpayers in the millions of dollars. Despite efforts by both private crop insurers and the federal government to combat fraud associated with claims in the program, crop insurance fraud, and misrepresentations associated with crop insurance policies, remain a significant issue of national concern.  

This article offers a comprehensive examination of contemporary legal issues concerning the issue of crop insurance fraud and misrepresentations. Section I provides an overview of the contemporary problem of fraud in crop insurance and discusses the responses of both private insurers and the federal government to curb and combat waste, fraud and abuse in the program. Section II explores the variety of legal remedies to combat crop insurance fraud and misrepresentations among reported cases. In criminal law, the possibility of substantial criminal sentences (of up to 30 years in prison) and criminal prosecutions of crop insurance fraud serve as a deterrence to the commission of acts of fraud. Substantial monetary civil penalties also exist to deter fraud. In addition, misrepresentations in applications for crop insurance, particularly the misrepresentations of actual interests in crops, have led to cases where insureds cannot recover for damages due to covered causes of losses.  

The current magnitude of fraud and abuse in the federal crop insurance program reflects the need for more aggressive action to further eliminate abuses to help ensure the federal crop insurance program remains a vital source of support for Americaâ€™s farmers. In the light of the significant issue of fraud and/or misrepresentations associated with policies in the federal crop insurance program, Section III proposes several additional measures which can be implemented by legislation and by judicial interpretation to further combat fraud. 
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