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		Abstract

		If legal scholarship can be literary this is how Alexander Somek's “Individualism” should be described, a beautiful piece of work written in a style that stuns even the driest EC lawyer with its elegance -- a joy for the eye and not the least the mind. Somek takes us back to Plato, Hegel and De Tocqueville and tells the story of post-constitutionalism in the European Union. This is the journey of the individual; it explains how competence issues within the Union have arisen and how they should be understood and solved. Individualism guides the reader through the complex history of the notoriously open-ended provision of Art. 95 EC and the constitutional debate on harmonisation via the classically heated subjects of subsidiarity and proportionality to the question of constitutionalism as such and ends even more gracefully in a discussion of Europe's true soul. It is here that the main theme of the book emerges, namely, why citizenship of the European Union holds the answer to the constitutional mystique of the Union. But let's not tell the story too hastily but begin this publication review by explaining why this book is particularly worth reading. 
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