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		Abstract

		Another version of this paper can be found at: http://ssrn.com/abstract=2310404  

This paper highlights some instances where certainty and permanence were primary objectives of the parties and the outcomes were later challenged, sometimes successfully. When and why, then, is forever not forever? The paper focuses on international law, constitutional law, contract law, controlling provisions in company documents and the impact of perpetuities rules on succession to property. In discussing the subject areas the paper also explores how constitutional law and international law may overlap. The paper concludes by drawing four general conclusions from that survey. 
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