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		Abstract

		The article addresses the nature of the armed conflict in Afghanistan with the Taliban and the now more broadly recognize fact that the United States cannot be at war with al Qaeda as such.  Also addressed are the criteria necessary for existence of an insurgency and belligerency, criteria used to identify combatant status and combatant immunity for lawful acts of war during a real war such as that in Afghanistan, and criteria used to identify prisoner or war status.  POW status exists for members of the armed forces of a party to an international armed conflict like that in Afghanistan, which means that members of the armed forces of the de factor Taliban government were entitled to pow status upon capture earlier during the war.  This recognition is important also for members of the regular armed forces of any state, including those of the United States who are engaged in combat during an international armed conflict. 
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