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		Abstract

		As a consequence of being found guilty in corruption, fraud and some other offences, firms and individuals can be debarred from participating in future public tenders. Such consequences will not only reduce governments’ risk of entering into contracts with corrupt or in other ways dishonest suppliers, but may also have a preventive impact on players’ propensity to be involved in certain offences in the first place. While debarment has gained significant terrain in the last decade, particularly as a device in the fight against corruption, the rules differ across jurisdictions and international organizations.  There seems to be uncertainty in policy environments about what optimal solutions should look like: Who should be debarred, and under what circumstances? For how long should they be debarred, and when should it be possible to deviate from the rules? Such questions have motivated this paper, and we will address several of them in an attempt to develop principles for the length of debarment and to describe how debarment should depend on firms’ efforts to become more trustworthy, so-called self-cleaning. EU law, and more particularly the recently revised Public Procurement Directive, will remain the legal frame of reference, even though several of our points are more generally relevant. Specifically, the paper addresses (i) the consistency between the purpose of the rules and the mechanisms at play; (ii) the criteria for efficient debarment rules with a specific focus on the length of debarment and self-cleaning; and (iii) the space for policy implications under the new EU Procurement Directive. In particular, we explore the opportunities of framing a coherent system under the new Directive. 
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