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		Abstract

		We argue that this context of post-industrialism and welfare state restructuring affects the values of “labor” with regard to income redistribution and social insurance. Welfare values, i.e. stable preferences with regard to a desired outcome in terms of the distribution of risk and wealth in a society, become more heterogeneous, giving rise to new conflict lines, which cross-cut the traditional class cleavage. There is indeed a growing literature both in the fields of political economy (e.g. Rehm 2007, Mares 2003, Iversen and Soskice 2001) and welfare state research (e.g. Rueda 2005, Bonoli and Häusermann forthcoming) arguing that today’s welfare politics are not only fought along the lines of vertical class stratification anymore. In this chapter, we focus on two new structural conflict lines that are supposed to gain saliency in structuring people’s welfare values: labor market status (insiders vs. outsiders) and exposure to international competition. Both characteristics may foster intra-labor conflict and blur vertical class conflict patterns. The goal of this contribution is twofold: on the one hand, we examine whether these new welfare conflict lines surface in the Swiss case, and on the other hand, we analyze to what extent party choice and party political conflict patterns in Switzerland remain linked to conflicts over welfare values. 
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