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		Abstract

		In this report, the inherent tension between regulatory autonomy and trade liberalisation is addressed with a focus on trade in services. Therefore, this report examines in detail what is meant by the term ‘(constraints on) regulatory autonomy’ in trade law literature and develops five dimensions of the term: (i) endogenous and exogenous regulatory autonomy, (ii) regulatory autonomy related to the interest which a measure aims to advance, (iii) macro level constraints stemming from trade agreements, (iv) regulatory autonomy concerns resulting from the three steps of establishing a trade law violation, and (v) constraints related to the nature of the obligation. Subsequently, this report addresses how, in the case of the European Union, GATS’ unconditional obligations constrain regulatory autonomy. Aside from the Most-Favoured-Nation obligation, we address a series of obligations related to transparency. Our preliminary conclusions reflect the partial nature of this report, but already highlight that these unconditional obligations contain a few possibly problematic constraints on regulatory autonomy. 
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