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		Abstract

		This is the second in a series of papers I plan to post in the next few months.  Each paper addresses an issue, or a set of related issues, in Human Rights Theory.  The overarching subject of the first two papers â€” of this paper and the first one â€” is the morality of human rights, which has become, in the period since the end of the Second World War, a global political morality.  For the first paper in the series, see Michael J. Perry, â€œHuman Rights Theory, 1:  What Are â€˜Human Rightsâ€™?  Against the â€˜Orthodoxâ€™ Viewâ€� (2015), http://ssrn.com/abstract=2597403.  

In this paper, I pursue this inquiry:  What reason (or reasons) do we have â€” if indeed we have any â€” to take human rights seriously; more precisely, what reason do we have, if any, to live our lives in accord with this imperative, which is articulated in the very first article of the foundational human rights document of our time, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and which is the very heart of the morality of human rights:  â€œAct towards all human beings in a spirit of brotherhood.â€�  Of course, not all of us who have reason to live our lives in accord with that imperative â€” and, in so doing, to do what we reasonably can to get not only our own government but every government to conduct its affairs in accord with the imperative â€” have the same reason.  Those of us who are religious believers may have one or another theological reason.  But many of us are not religious believers.  

What reason do those of us who are not religious believers have, if any, to live our lives in accord with the â€œin a spirit of brotherhoodâ€� imperative?  Probably the best known response to that question relies on a secular version of the idea of â€œhuman dignity.â€�  However, it is far from clear, as I explain in this paper, that the secular â€œhuman dignityâ€� response works as a reason to take seriously the morality of human rights.  Be that as it may, what reason can one have if she is not only a nonbeliever but, philosophically speaking, a â€œnaturalistâ€� â€” and therefore one for whom, much contemporary moral-philosophical discourse to the contrary notwithstanding, â€œhuman dignityâ€� is wholly unavailing as a â€œfoundationâ€� or â€œgroundâ€� for the morality of human rights? 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Perry,  Michael John, Human Rights Theory, 2: What Reason Do We Have, If Any, to Take Human Rights Seriously? Beyond 'Human Dignity' (April 22, 2015). Emory Legal Studies Research Paper No. 15-350,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2597404 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2597404 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Michael John Perry (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: Emory University School of Law]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Emory University School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1301 Clifton Road
Atlanta, GA  30322
United States
404-712-2086 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      476

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,571

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  110,917

		

		
	


	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Emory University School of Law Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Emory University School of Law Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            5,692

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              974

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Margo A. Bagley at Emory University School of Law, Kay L. Levine at Emory University School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Jurisprudence & Legal Philosophy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Jurisprudence & Legal Philosophy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,633

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,485

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Brian Bix at University of Minnesota Law School, Matthew D. Adler at Duke University School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Public International Law: Human Rights eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public International Law: Human Rights eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,328

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,816

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Alan Sykes at Stanford University - Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Society: International & Comparative Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: International & Comparative Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              964

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           33,039

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Christiana Ochoa at Indiana University Maurer School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Social & Political Philosophy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Social & Political Philosophy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              863

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           19,532

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Philosophy of Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Philosophy of Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              751

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,539

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Ethics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Ethics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              647

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,279

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Human Rights & the Global Economy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Human Rights & the Global Economy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              619

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           10,433

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Wendy E. Parmet at Northeastern University - School of Law, Martha F. Davis at Northeastern University - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Theory: Political Philosophy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Theory: Political Philosophy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              605

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,772

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Tracy B. Strong at University of Southampton - Division of Politics & International Relations

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Cultural Anthropology: History, Theory, Methods & Applications eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Cultural Anthropology: History, Theory, Methods & Applications eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              369

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,172

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Religion eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Religion eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              350

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,403

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Michael A. Helfand at Pepperdine University - Rick J. Caruso School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Human Rights eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Human Rights eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                                5

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           29,660

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.095 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
