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		Abstract

		Exchange rates are crucial variables for each economy as they affect the price at which a country can exchange goods and services with other currency areas. A strong domestic currency makes it relatively cheap to import goods and services, but at the same time renders domestic goods and services expensive for other currency holders. Export-oriented countries therefore tend to favour a relatively weak domestic currency. While exchange rates are usually market-determined, central banks have the possibility to weaken or strengthen them by purchasing or selling foreign currencies. Unsurprisingly, countries that export more than they import tend to witness interventions that weaken the domestic currency. Switzerland, a strongly export-oriented country, has seen such interventions since 2008 at a rapidly increasing pace. As a consequence, over the past 9 years, the Swiss National Bank (SNB) has accumulated foreign reserves surpassing the value of the annual Swiss GDP. Despite this evolution lasting over almost a decade now, the SNBâ€™s interventions were and are still continuing to be commonly perceived as a short-term measure to offset temporary upward pressures on the Swiss Franc. We challenge this â€˜short-termâ€™ view and argue that the pressures on the Swiss Franc are long-term in nature and hence require a long-term, optimised and sustainable intervention strategy: We propose to build a Swiss sovereign wealth fund. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: surplus countries, central bank interventions, sovereign wealth funds, mercantilist critique, Swiss franc, current account imbalance

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: E5; F31;  F32; O24

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Senner,  Richard and Sornette,  Didier, A Sovereign Wealth Fund for Switzerland (June 22, 2017). Swiss Finance Institute Research Paper No. 17-24,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2991115 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2991115 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Richard Senner (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Swiss National Bank - Financial Stability  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Boersenstrasse 15
Zurich, CH-8022
Switzerland

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Didier  Sornette

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Risks-X, Southern University of Science and Technology (SUSTech)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1088 Xueyuan Avenue
Shenzhen, Guangdong 518055
China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Swiss Finance Institute]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Swiss Finance Institute  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					c/o University of Geneva
40, Bd du Pont-d'Arve
CH-1211 Geneva 4
Switzerland

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				ETH ZÃ¼rich - Department of Management, Technology, and Economics (D-MTEC)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Scheuchzerstrasse 7
Zurich, ZURICH CH-8092
Switzerland
41446328917 (Phone)
41446321914 (Fax)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.er.ethz.ch/ 
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Tokyo Institute of Technology  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					2-12-1 O-okayama, Meguro-ku
Tokyo 152-8550, 52-8552
Japan

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      200

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,153

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  276,176

		

		
	


	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Swiss Finance Institute Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Swiss Finance Institute Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            6,328

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,375

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Macroeconomics: Monetary & Fiscal Policies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Macroeconomics: Monetary & Fiscal Policies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,563

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,569

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    European Economics: Macroeconomics & Monetary Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Economics: Macroeconomics & Monetary Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,132

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           16,216

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Marco Da Rin at Tilburg University, Department of Finance, Francesco Giavazzi at University of Bocconi - Innocenzo Gasparini Institute for Economic Research (IGIER)National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    European Economics: Political Economy & Public Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Economics: Political Economy & Public Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,115

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,455

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Marco Da Rin at Tilburg University, Department of Finance, Francesco Giavazzi at University of Bocconi - Innocenzo Gasparini Institute for Economic Research (IGIER)National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Econometric Modeling: International Financial Markets - Developed Markets eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Econometric Modeling: International Financial Markets - Developed Markets eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              590

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,620

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Monetary Economics: Central Banks - Policies & Impacts eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Monetary Economics: Central Banks - Policies & Impacts eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              513

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,778

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.116 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
