

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	The Response Rate Test: Nonresponse Bias and the Future of Survey Research in Criminology and Criminal Justice

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			11 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 24 Jan 2018
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Justin PickettJustin Pickett
School of Criminal Justice, University at Albany, SUNY 
Frank Cullen
University of Cincinnati
Shawn D. Bushway
University at Albany; RAND Corporation
Ted Chiricos
Florida State University
Geoffrey Alpert
University of South Carolina


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: January 16, 2018

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		There is a disciplinary assumption in our field that surveys with low response rates produce biased estimates, which leads to the use of simple rules for judging the quality of survey data. Surveys with â€œlowâ€� response rates fail this â€œresponse rate testâ€� and become difficult to publish. Most of our research methods texts list these rules: e.g., â€œA response rate below 60% is a disaster, and even a 70% response rate is not much more than minimally acceptableâ€�. Editors embrace this view, and often reject out of hand any study failing to reach this conventional standard. We argue that our fieldâ€™s use of response rate rules in evaluating scholarship is based more on disciplinary custom than on survey science. In this paper, we describe the long-term downward trend in response rates and address confusion about nonresponse bias and its relation to response rates. Using Groves and Peytchevaâ€™s (2008) meta-analytic data, we present evidence about the magnitude of the estimate- and study-level relationships between response rates and two different measures of nonresponse bias in univariate estimates. We then discuss several consequences of using the â€œresponse rate testâ€� to judge data quality. 
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