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		Abstract

		Section 6(1) of the Employment Equity Act 55 of 1998 (“EEA”) provides protection against unfair discrimination on listed and arbitrary grounds (the listed grounds are race, gender, sex, pregnancy, marital status, family responsibility, ethnic or social origin, colour, sexual orientation, age, disability, religion, HIV status, conscience, belief, political opinion, culture, language and birth). Section 6(4) of the EEA sets out three causes of action in respect of equal pay claims. The causes of action are (a) equal pay for the same work; (b) equal pay for substantially the same work; and (c) equal pay for work of equal value. Equal pay for the same work, whilst not difficult to understand, remains difficult to prove. The employee has to prove (a) that she is doing work which is the same or similar to another employee, (b) but she is being paid less (c) and the reason for the differentiation (being paid less) amounts to unfair discrimination. 
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