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		Abstract

		In this article, I contend that various lines of decisions have combined to create an unbalanced Fourth Amendment jurisprudence in regard to automobile searches. These decisions have resulted in a jurisprudence that overvalues police power to search and seize and undervalues citizens' rights to be free from such searches and seizures.  Some of the offending decision are those that unjustifiably uphold warrantless searches, inventory searches, roadblocks, searches incident to arrest, consent searches, and subterfuge searches. But the most significant offending decision is Atwater v. City of Lago Vista, which upheld an arrest for a minor traffic offense with no aggravating circumstances.     

After identifying the problem, I suggest what a reasonably balanced Fourth Amendment jurisprudence would look like in automobile search and seizure cases. I then explore the likelihood of achieving such a balance through Supreme Court decisions, state legislative action, and State Constitutional law. I conclude that the Court is unlikely to correct the problems on its own, but that it might be induced to act through state legislation and state constitutional decisions suggesting that the Court may be out of step with "evolving standards of decency". 
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