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		Abstract

		In recent years, there has been a massive influx of unaccompanied minors crossing the southern border. Under the Trump administration, migrant children are being held in detention centers at unprecedented levels, with a five-fold increase in the last year alone. Without legal representation, unaccompanied minors have little to no capability to defend against removal charges and to advocate for any existing rights that they might have to remain in the United States. Unaccompanied minors need legal advocates to safeguard their constitutional and statutory rights: the need for counsel is arguably greater now than ever as the Trump administration experiments with the hostile immigration practice â€” characterized as immoral by most religious leaders and inhumane by a bipartisan group of former U.S. attorneys â€” of separating children from families at the border. Children separated from their families under this policy have been classified as unaccompanied minors. While the administration has since terminated this policy, largely due to nearly uniform global public outrage, hundreds of unaccompanied minors remain separated from their families after the reunification deadline imposed under a federal court order.

For unaccompanied minors, a shift in focus is needed in the search for appointed counsel â€” away from the statutory provisions that guarantee the right to counsel, and toward the provision which guarantees the right to a fair hearing. Recent scholarship has furthered constitutional due process arguments in favor of appointing counsel for immigrants in removal hearings, but courts have not yet accepted a constitutional or statutory argument that appointed counsel is required for groups of non-citizens or non-citizen minors to vindicate their right to a fair hearing in immigration court. Courts have nonetheless dropped very real hints that particularly vulnerable unaccompanied minors, as a group, may prevail using an argument grounded in the fair hearing provision.
 
Statutory arguments have long been overlooked due to the assumption that the right to counsel provision intended to preclude appointed counsel. This Article, however, proposes a novel statutory argument in favor of finding a categorical right to appointed counsel for unaccompanied minors using the fair hearing provision as the basis for this right. We provide the historical framework behind the enshrinement of these two rights and then argue that Congress never intended to preclude appointed counsel. We further propose that unaccompanied minors have been granted a positive liberty interest under the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA) and we use this statutory interest as the basis of an original means of surmounting the Lassiter presumption. We conclude by positioning unaccompanied minorsâ€™ removal hearings within the landscape of the current appointment doctrine to demonstrate an increased likelihood of success in finding a categorical right to appointed counsel using the fair hearing provision and the TVPRA as a positive liberty interest. 
 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			King,  Shani M. and Hall,  Nicole Silvestri, Unaccompanied Minors, Statutory Interpretation, and Due Process (April 13, 2020). 108 California Law Review 1 (2020), University of Florida Levin College of Law Research Paper No. 20-11,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3574670
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Shani M. King (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey - Rutgers Law School]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey - Rutgers Law School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Newark, NJ
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Rutgers Law School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					217 N. Fifth Street
Camden, NJ  08102
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Nicole Silvestri Hall

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Independent 

			

			
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       87

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      659

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  526,544

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       31 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    University of Florida Levin College of Law Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                University of Florida Levin College of Law Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            6,129

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,115

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Peter Molk at University of Florida Levin College of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Immigration, Refugee & Citizenship Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Immigration, Refugee & Citizenship Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              674

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,729

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Kevin R. Johnson at University of California, Davis - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Legislation & Statutory Interpretation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legislation & Statutory Interpretation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              569

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,200

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Anita S. Krishnakumar at Georgetown University Law Center

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.078 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

